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CLAIMS 

I claim: 

1. 



A method for transmitting a status message containing 



the current status of an input devi 
receiving an input si 



ise, comprising: 
ignal from the input device; 
determining whether the input signal reaches a preset 

value; 

in response to determining that the input signal has 
reached a preset value, initiating a status message; 

determining the signal format of an output device; 

in response to determining the signal format of the 
output device, formatting th^S status message to match the output 
device signal format; &f\& 

transmitting thfe/status message. 



2. The me\hod)#| claim t 9 further comprising the step of: 

deteiroinm^tfiat a second output device exists; 
m response fls^erermining that a second output device 
exists, duplicating the status /message as a second status message; 

determining the signal format of a second output device; 
in response to determining the signal format of the 
second output device,/formatting the second status message to match 
the second output device signal format; and 

transmitting the status message across the second output 

device. 



3. The method of claim 1, wherein the input device is a 

utility meter. / 
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4. The method of claim 1, whereirf the input device is a 

radio frequency transmitter attached to a utility meter. 



5. The method of claimU, bmetem the step of, in response 

to determining the signal format o\me output device, formatting the 
status message to match the oufeWt device signal format, is 
performed by a universal communications interface. 
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6. A system for monitoring a utility status, comprising: 
an input device, operative to transmit a utility status; 

an input interface, operative to receive the ^utility status 
from the input device; / 

a microprocessor, operative to monitor the utility status 
received by the input interface and further operative to generate a 
status message based on the utility status; / 

a universal bus, operative to relay the status message 
from the microprocessor; / 

a universal communications interface, operative to 
receive the status message from the universal bus; and 

a slot, operative to receive an output device, said slot 
connected by a data p^th4p the universal communications interface. 

7. The system or clagn 6, wherein: 

the -H^ropro^es'sor is\ further operative to generate the 
status message in a iMmat/unlranspittable by the output device; 

the universal communications interface is further 
operative to determin^tnbs^gpal format of the output device upon 
receipt of the output device by the slot; and 

the ui/iversal communications interface is further 
operative to convert the status message from the original format to a 
format transmitt^ble by the output device. 



8. /The system of claim 6, wherein the input device is a 

utility mete 



9. / The system of claim 8, wherein the input signal is a 
voltageAevel. 
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10. The system ofvolaim 11, wherein the input interface is 

an analog-to-digital converaenfiirther operative to convert the voltage 
level signal to a series of djfgttal packets. 
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11. 



A system for monitoring a utility meter, comprising: 
an^nalog-to-digital converter, operative to receive a 



utility status from The utility meter, the analog-to-digital converter 
further operative to\pnvert the utility status from an analog 
5 waveform to a series of okgital packets; 

a microprocessor, operative to monitor the utility status 
received by the input interface and further operative to generate a 
status message based on the utilft^faftas; 

a universal bus, o^rmv^o^elay the status message 
10 from the microprocessor; ( jy\ / 

a universal comiWnicatio^ interface, operative to 
receive the status message from rajs tmivei^al bus, further operative 
to determine the signal format of the output etevice upon receipt of 
the output device by the slot, and further operative to convert the 
is status message from an original format to a formaKtransmittable by 
an output device; \ 



connected by a data path to the universal communications interface. 



a slot, operative to receive an output devic^. said slot 



